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CLERK'S OFFICE Submitted by: Assemblymembers Abney, Carison,
Dite: APPROVED Kendall, Murdy, Taylor, and Wohlforth
e A Prepared by: Assembly Office

For reading: April 6, 1999

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AO NO. 99- 64

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY AMENDING
ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 3.30.141, RECOGNIZED HOLIDAYS WITH
PAY, TO INCLUDE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY AS A PAID MUNICIPAL HOLIDAY

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS:

Section 1: That Anchorage Municipal Code Section 3.30.141, Recognized holidays
with pay, is amended to read as follows:

3.30.141 Recognized holidays with pay.

The following days will be recognized as holidays with pay for all employees in
regular full-time and regular part-time positions.

New Year's Day.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day (third Monday in January).
Washington’s Birthday (third Monday in February).
Seward’s Day (last Monday in March).

Memorial Day (last Monday in May).
Independence Day.

Labor Day.

Veterans Day (November 11).

Thanksgiving Day.

The day after Thanksgiving.

Christmas Day.

One personal holiday.

Section 2: That this ordinance is effective immediately upon passage and approval

, 1999.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this al day of
% A _

B ) L degate
Mgnicipal Clerk
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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE

ASSEMBLY MEMORANDUM
NO. AM 350-99

Meeting Date: April 6, 1999

From: Assemblymember Abney
Subject: AO NO 99 - AMENDING AMC 3.30.141 TO INCLUDE MARTIN LUTHER
DAY AS A PAID MUNICIPAL HOLIDAY

April 4, 1968 sparked an historical moment throughout the United States and the World,
one which would and could never be forgotten. A man who spent most of his life
attempting to “build bridges” with people of diversity in an effort to achieve and maintain
civil rights for all of us was gunned down while doing what he knew best. This man, was
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a man who had a dream, and because of his efforts we are
closer than ever before to his dream being fulfilled. His dream embraced the
transformation of injustice and oppression to freedom and justice, and that “one day little
black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as
sisters and brothers.” During his marches and freedom rallies for.peace and equality,
although the most visibly oppressed seemed to be in the forefront, his dream was for
justice and equality for all peoples in “every valley...hill..and mountain.” itis for that reason
Congress voted to celebrate his life, and passed a bill on November 2, 1983, with the first
national celebration taking place on January 20, 1986.

During deliberations related to the decision to make Dr. King’s birthday an official holiday,
many were hesitant because of the anticipated costs of the holiday, extra overtime paid to
Federal workers who had to work on the holiday, as well as millions to those Federal
workers who were paid for the day. Senator Bob Dole responded to those critics by stating
“| suggest they hurry back to their pocket calculators and estimate the cost of 300 years
of slavery, followed by a Century or more of economic, political, and social exclusion and
discrimination.”

As we deliberate the decision to declare this day a Municipal holiday in Anchorage, it is
inevitable that discussion .on the costs in excess of the cost of productivity will be on the
table. During our discussions, let us consider the significance of Dr. King’s message and
what it meant to our Country, the World, and our City and State and then determine which
would be the greatest loss to this community - monetary or humanitarian.

The time is long overdue for the Municipality of Anchorage, the largest city in the State of
Alaska, to pay tribute to the man who had the courage to use inspiration, peaceful
resistance, oratory and great writings to create an America where people of all colors,
races, creeds, and national origin could work, live, and play together in peace. | believe
that the United States of America is a better country for enacting Dr. Martin Luther King,

A0 99-64
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